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Gammick’s ‘Game-ick’

letters to the editor

I was delighted to read of the Nevada Supreme
Court’s ruling in last Sunday’s Bonanza that
concluded that the Washoe County Assessor’s
methods of assessment were illegal and
unconstitutional.

However, | was appalled at Washoe County
District Attorney Dick Gammick's comments that the
whole situation was a “game.”

The Village League to Save Incline Assets,
through donations from Incline Village/Crystal Bay
taxpayers, has spent close to a million dollars in legal
fees to play in his so-called “game.” Some would
choose not to call this a “game,” but rather a “circus,”
a “fraud” or a “farce.”

Mr. Gammick and his office along with the
defendants in this case (the assessor’s office, Washoe
County, the Nevada Department of Taxation and the
Nevada Tax Commission) have done everything in
their power to attempt to frustrate our efforts, prolong
the process, dodge the inevitable bullet and cover
their tails.

How many times does the Supreme Court have
to tell these bureaucrats and legal beagles that the
assessment methods used up here are illegal and
unconstitutional leading to unfair and unequal
treatment?

There are two more cases pending for different
tax years. Since these suits are similar to the two
cases already decided, the outcome seems
predictable. But, do you think the county is ready to
yield and settle these matters?

No, my guess is they will find other ways to
bob-and-weave, appeal on baseless grounds, and try
to prolong the agony.

The next cases involve all taxpayers in Incline
and Crystal Bay!

And, to think that we, the taxpayers, fund the
salaries of these folks, galls me to no end.

#HH

We pay them to fight us and we have to raise
funds to fight them! Incredible!

It is apparent from the article that Mr. Gammick
has a new Gimmick (Gammick’s Gimmick Game!).
He’s pointing the finger at the state for failure to
provide proper direction to the county.

He’s playing the game of “Blame the State.”
Knowing that the county is losing, he’s hoping to get
the state to foot the bill and refund the monies
illegally gained by the county (plus interest).

This would set up another legal contest between
the county and state, use our taxpayer dollars to fund
the fight, and keep the game going.

Gammick says that “if the court comes back
three, four, five years later and rules on tax
assessments, to litigate them, we have to follow the
order.”

Well, sir, how do you think we taxpayers feel
being jerked around for three, four or five years —
we have had to deal with the county’s
gerrymandering the county Board of Equalization for
the purpose of thwarting our appeals, a State Board
of Equalization that is arrogant, condescending and
has no clue what “equalization” means, and an
Assessor’s Office which has a culture of arrogance
and maintains a posture of “we know better than
anyone else so we’ll do it our way.” Blame the state?
Partially! Blame yourselves? Absolutely!

The county got the illegally gained money. | say
return it to all of the property owners with interest.

That goes for the two cases already decided plus
those pending — same issues, same consequence.

It’s time to face reality — the game is over.

The players on our side are energized, confident
and have a firm legal basis. It’s time for your side to
throw in the towel! Point, set, match!

Chuck Otto
Incline Village
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